
The National Museum of Romanian History (NMRH)

The National Museum of Romanian History is one of the most important cultural institutions in the country. It is housed in a historic building formerly known as the Palace of the Posts, located in the old historic centre of Bucharest.
The museum opened to the public in 1972, showcasing some of the most valuable testimonies of Romania’s past—from ancient times to the contemporary era.
In addition to its core exhibitions, the museum also administers the Philatelic Collection of Romania, which holds over 16 million philatelic items. It is equipped with accredited restoration laboratories specializing in ceramics, paper, metal, wood, and fine arts, as well as a laboratory for physical, chemical, and biological analysis.
Since 2002, the museum building has undergone an extensive consolidation and reorganization process. Unfortunately, due to limited financial resources, this ambitious project has not yet been completed. Nevertheless, the museum has remained open to the public, who continue to have access to the permanent exhibitions—the Historical Treasure and the Lapidarium (which includes a full-scale replica of Trajan’s Column in Rome)—as well as numerous temporary exhibitions hosted in the available spaces on the ground floor.
The Historical Treasure gallery showcases over 3.000 exceptional pieces—some of them unique—crafted from precious metals and gemstones. These artifacts originate from the various civilizations that have existed over time on the territory of present-day Romania, or they illustrate significant historical events and figures. Highlights of the collection include the Pietroasa Treasure (known as "The Hen with the Golden Chicks"), the Dacian gold bracelets from Sarmizegetusa Regia, the ritual gold daggers from Perșinari, the Hinova Treasure, the Tetraevangelion Gospel Book from Humor, the Transylvanian princely and noble regalia, the steel crown of the kings of Romania, Queen Maria’s golden crown, King Ferdinand’s sceptre, and the first Nobel Prize awarded to a Romanian—George Emil Palade.
The Lapidarium's permanent exhibition is housed in a building specially constructed in the early 1970s to display a life-size replica of the base of Trajan’s Column and reproductions of the scenes depicted on this remarkable monument of antiquity. The exhibition also features epigraphic and architectural monuments from antiquity and the Middle Ages, arranged in chronological order. Visitors can explore civil monuments (legal acts, decrees, honorary inscriptions), religious monuments (funerary and votive), sculptures, and various decorative and architectural elements.
The museum’s work in education, research, conservation, restoration, and heritage promotion, as well as the activities of its internal library, have continued without interruption. Its specialists have taken part in systematic archaeological research campaigns at sites such as Histria, Ostrov, Capidava, Nufăru, Băneasa, Tărtăria, Caransebeș, and Micia, as well as in preventive archaeological excavations required by major infrastructure projects (roads, railways, etc.). Numerous large-scale exhibitions have also been organized both in Romania and abroad, in collaboration with prestigious institutions such as the Louvre Museum, the National Museum of China, the Field Museum in Chicago, the National Archaeological Museum in Madrid, and the National Roman Museum, among others.
The museum has also played an active role in European-funded projects, including Interreg research initiatives, Erasmus+, and the European Solidarity Corps, as well as in digitization programs, with tens of thousands of cultural assets digitized in recent years. It has also launched several digital platforms, such as: imagoromaniae.ro, muzeulvirtual.ro, galeriaportretelor.ro, mvu.ro (Virtual Museum of the Union), capodopere2019.ro, and the institution’s redesigned website, mnir.ro, relaunched in 2023.
As the consolidation works will resume and progress, the museum’s permanent historical exhibition will be gradually reopened. 
Through its collections, the National Museum of Romanian History safeguards an extraordinary trove of movable heritage assets, reflecting all the significant periods in the history of the Romanian people, as well as the legacy of ancient civilizations that once inhabited these lands. A leading institution in the Romanian cultural landscape, the museum looks forward to welcoming the general public once again—this time with a fully renewed and engaging exhibition experience.



